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Trends in Individual Voting Behavior 
The growth in partisan ideological coherence led to more consistent party-line 
voting. Party identification has always been the most important shaper of voting 
in House and Senate elections. Its impact weakened during the 1950s and 1960s, 
however, and reached a low point in the 1970s. As voters subsequently brought 
their partisan identities, ideological self-locations, and issues preferences into 
closer alignment, this trend was reversed, and in recent elections the proportion of 
self-identified partisans voting for their party’s candidates has matched the high 
levels of the 1950s (Figure 5-2; high and low points are labeled). Over this entire 
period, the proportion of voters who identify themselves as independents and who 
say they lean toward neither party has remained small, between 5 and 10 percent, 
and they split their vote fairly evenly between the parties.10 Thus, to an increasing 
degree, members of Congress owe their victories to loyal partisans rather than 
crossover voters from the other party. 
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Figure 5-2  Party Loyalty and Ticket-Splitting, 1952–2008

Source: American National Election Studies cumulative data file.


